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Princes of the Muhammadan Royal family and Hindoo
grandees were invited likewise. Bat the Muhammadans and
Hindoos would not bring their wives, and crowds of these
people,, often with servants and retainers, were wont to
come to this 'dignity ball/ it was supposed; to amuse
themselves by gazing at the dark eyes and scantily-clad
shoulders of the European and East Indian ladies. Lord
Hobart, like a gentleman and man of sense, put an end to
this. He refused to invite men to a ball to which they
would not bring their own wives, and confined the ball to
Europeans and East Indians only. But to console the
others he gave on another evening an entertainment to the
whole community, with music and fireworks as gorgeous as
possible; with this besides, that not only English clergy-
men and missionaries were invited, who could not be in-
vited to a ball, but native Christians heretofore unknown in
' society' were hospitably entertained as well. The status
of. the native Christians and their clergy was recognised as
it never had been before.

" Then it soon became known that Lord Hobart was
anxious to promote education in every class and grade, and
one of the last acts during his office was the establishment
of schools for Musalman girls, with the heartiest co-
operation of the Princesses of the ex-Royal family of the
Carnatic. Many disputes at present exist as to the degree
and mode in which popular education should be promoted
in this country; some argue for the c higher/ some for the
f vernacular/ Both, are urgently wanted, and Lord Hobart
promoted both. In his last speech he said that he desired
< to remedy, without adding to popular burdens, the colossal
evil of popular ignorance. I say without adding to popular
burdens, because to refrain from impoverishing the people
of India is even more important than to educate them/

''This last sentence contains much of the spirit with
which he regarded ' the poor, the industrious, the peace-
loving, the law-abiding population, committed to his
charge/ for so he described them. He opposed Income
tax, Fuel tax, and Salt tax; and he opposed likewise that